The Authorities                   71

do so, the time has not yet come to discuss with
profit whether these sayings were actually said
as here represented. What we know, is, that these
(often delicately beautiful) puzzles of thought on
some of the deepest questions of human life were
actually extant and so widely known and appreciated
that they were included in the Canon, when the
Canon was finally fixed. I think it would be impos-
sible to assign them to a later date than 400 B.C., and
I have no hesitation in saying that, at that time,
there had been produced nowhere in the world any
works approaching to these four booklets in delicacy
of construction, in exquisite beauty of terse enigmatic
expression, in depth of earnestness, and in real grasp
of the most difficult problems that mankind has had
to face.

These ecstatic utterances and deep sayings are
attributed to the Buddha himself. There is also in-
cluded in the Canon a collection (called, the Thera-
theri-gdthd, or "Songs of the Elders/' men and
women) of stanzas attributed to 107 of the leading .
Theras (z. <?., Brethren), and 73 of the leading Therls
(i. e., Sisters), in the Order during the lifetime of Go-
tama himself. The stones explanatory of the verses,
giving a short account of the life history of each
of the authors and authoresses, are handed down
in the commentary. The commentary on the men's